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CALCULATED

WRIST

What does your arm candy say

about you? Vivienne Becker stacks up

the current status symbols

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LARA ANGELIL
STYLING BY RAPHAELLE HELMORE

Left arm, from top: CAROLINA BUCCI Forte beads,
from £450. CHAUMET pink-gold and diamond Liens
Evidence bracelet, £9,850; white-gold and diamond
Bee My Love bracelet, £9,620; and pink-gold Bee My
Love bracelet, £4,530. BOUCHERON white-gold Quatre
Clou de Paris bangle, £6,400. ANNOUSHKA gold Cable
Chain bracelet, £1,800. CAROLINA BUCCI Forte beads,
from £450. BOUCHERON pink gold Quatre Grosgrain

bangle, £5,800. VAN CLEEF & ARPE LS white-gold Perlée
Signature bracelet, £5,600. MESSIKA gold and diamond
Move Seven-Band bangle, £10,900. PIPPA SMALL gold,
diamond, ruby, pearl, coral, yellow sa pphire, emerald,
hessonite, blue sapphire and cat’s eye Baby Navaratna
bracelet, £600. Right arm, from top: DEDALO by
GISMONDI 1754 rose-gold, ceramic and diamond

cuff, $8,260; and rose-gold, ceramic and diamond cuff,

$8,680, neimanmarcus.com. HERMES brass and
enamel Clic Clac H Zébres de Tanzanie bracelet, £660.
TIFFANY & CO white-gold and diamond Tl bracelet,
£17,600. VAN CLEEF & ARPELS gold and diamond
Perlée Clovers bracelet, £21,600. FERNANDO JORGE
white-gold Fluid bracelet, $2,590; and gold Fluid
bracelet, $2,590. In both hands: HERMES metal and
enamel Caléche Fin bracelets, £345 each

am looking at one of my favourite

photographs of Babe Paley, taken by

Horst in 1946, when I do a double

take. Along with her strands of pearls

— a signature of the midcentury style
icon — her elegantly raised wrist is heavily
layered with bangles and bracelets. More
than 70 years after the photograph was
taken, her style chimes loudly with the
current craze for “curation” — stacking and
wrapping our wrists with a wardrobe of
different pieces.

Layering is nothing new, I hear you
say, and you’re right; from maharajahs to
millennials, it’s a style that has reinvented
itself time and again. But there’s a distinctive
vibe to this year’s wrist uniform — one of the
standout fashions to thrive during lockdown.
According to inveterate wrist-stacker
Carolina Bucci, different sets of beads,
charms and bangles can bring joy, colour
and personality to our days without the need
to change out of our sweatpants. Meanwhile,
the pastime of choosing, composing,
arranging and rearranging one’s wristwear
has a therapeutic, pseudo-ritualistic feel.
This year’s wrist candy revolves around

a basic “uniform” of classic, immediately
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